gli‘zéz.?.an Kemp Farmstead Ca. 1745-1750; ca. 1840
Buckeystown vicinity
Private

The Christian Kemp Farmstead is one of the three oldest documented standing
structures in Frederick County, being a stone dwelling with four sections,
camposed of a two-story stone original section built about 1745-1750 fronted by
a two-story stone addition of about 1840, dated by the Greek Revival window and
door lintels and mantelpiece. The 1840's section linked the 1740's building
with an originally free-standing springhouse enlarged prior to 1840 with two
additional 1living floors ard a fourth two-story section was placed on the end
of the rambling structure. This last end part was burned in the early 20th
century and only partially rebuilt with a lower roofline. The farmstead also
includes a circa 1745 stone and frame bank barn, a 1920's dairy barn,
extensively rebuilt after a 1954 fire, and a late 19th century wagon shed/corn
crib, as well as a privy of about the same date. The house has outstanding
architectural and historical significance, with clear architectural evidence of
its mid-18th century origins in the plan of the original section, interior
original partition walls in the cellar, and small window openings. The 1740's
section has a probably late 18th century dumb waiter between the cellar and the
first story. The house was built by Christian Kemp (1715-1790), who also built
a nearby stone mill in the same period as the house on Ballenger Creek, which
survived into at least the second quarter of the 20th century. The stone barn,
one of the few of its type in the southern part of the Monocacy Valley, has
outstanding integrity, having been very little altered on the exterior and only

minor changes on the stall level.
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Christian Kemp Farmstead (preferred)
Buckeystown vicinity

Frederick County

HISTORTC CONTEXT:

MARYIAND OOMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery
Counties, and Baltimore City)

Chronological /Development Period:
Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance, A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes
Agriculture
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Commnity Planning
Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Enviromment: Rural
Historic Function & Use:
Damestic/single dwelling/residence
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn
Agriculture/subsistence/storage/granary

Known Design Source: None
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. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
- . . x
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes X no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Christian Kemp Farmstead (preferred); Kemp-Thomas Farmstead
and/or common Ballenger Farm
2. Location
street & number 5012 Ballenger Creek Pike —___ not for publication
city, town Buckeystown __ X vicinity of congressional district 6th
state Maryland county Frederick
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public ____ occupied ___ agriculture — museum
—X_building(s) _X_private X unoccupied ____ commercial — park
—_ structure —_ both — work in progress — educational X _private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment ——religious
_ object ____in process X yes: restricted —_ government scientific
— being considered __ yes: unrestricted _industrial ___transportation
_Xnot applicable _ po ___ military ___other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name J.L. Family Partnership, c¢/o Mr. & Mrs. Jack T. Linton

street & number 14 Trail Avenue . telephone no.:

city, town Frederick state and zip code MD 21701

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1538
street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 567
city, town Frederick state MD 21701

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date —federal ____state ____ county ___ local

depository for survey records

clty, town state




7- Description Survey No., F-1-17¢

Condition Check one Check one

. excellent ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered X __ original site

____good ____ruins _X altered ____ moved date of move
_* tair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE COUNT: 5

The Christian Kemp Farmstead is centered on a two-story stone house built in
about 1745 with a substantial enlargement in about 1840 which linked the original
structure with an originally free-standing stone springhouse. The farmstead also
includes a stone and frame barn built about the same time as the original section of
the house, a frame wagon shed/corn crib of about 1900, a frame privy of about the
same date, and a rusticated concrete block dairy barn and milk house built in the
1920's with its upper frame structure rebuilt in 1954 after a fire. Near the stone
barn is a quonset hut, a circa 1943-1945 military surplus building moved to the farm
after the end of World War II. The farmstead is located on the west side of
Ballenger Creek Pike (Md. 180) about 1/2 mile south of Ballenger Creek near
Buckeystown, Frederick County, Maryland. The house is currently unoccupied. Dates
of the structures were based on architectural evidence, local histories, and
personal interviews.

The stone dwelling appears to be a rambling assembly of sections with different
roof lines and heights in a generally linear grouping on a north-south axis. The
house is located on a slight slope toward the west, providing an exposed basement
level on the west side of the house. The house has four main sections: the circa
1745 two-story section which is the southwestern part of the entire structure; t
circa 1840 stone addition which covers the original principal east elevation of tie
1745 house and links it to the third section, a stone springhouse possibly
originally built as a one-story building about 1745 but enlarged by two stories
above the springhouse by circa 1840; and the fourth section, a 1-1/2 story stone
addition of about 1840 but altered by a fire about 1920 which may have lowered its
height.

Circa 1745 section:

The first section, possibly dating about 1745, was a two-story, roughly square
building with a gable roof and two bays on each elevation. This house had two rooms
on both the cellar level and the main floor, with the principal elevation and
entrance on the east side. The window arches in the original section's first story
have stones laid on edge, approximating in fieldstone a gauged flat arch. On the
south elevation, a low vertical board door opens into the cellar. On the west
elevation, a second vertical board door and a window opening are on the cellar
level. on the north elevation is a third cellar entrance with the same type of
door. on the north side, the eastern bay on the first story, now containing a
window, shows that it was once enlarged to a doorway and later restored to a
window. The conversion to a door probably took place when the 1840's alterations
were made. The central chimney of the original section is not visible from ground
level. The roof is covered by composition material, replacing the probable original
covering of wood shingles.

(Continued on separate sheet)



8. Significance Survey No. 7-1-17¢

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —— conservation — law ——science
— _1500-1599 _* agriculture ____economics —_literature —_ sculpture
— 1600-1699 _* architecture —_ education —_ military —_ social/
—=_1700-1799 ___ art ——engineering —_ music humanitarian
—X_1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —— theater
< 1900- ___ communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
—__invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: xA B xC _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C Db _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __state _xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Christian Kemp Farmstead has outstanding architectural and historical
significance in Frederick County, being one of the earliest existing documented
buildings with a considerable 1level of architectural integrity. The house was
probably built about 1745-1750 by Christian Kemp (1715-1790), who purchased the
property in 1740. In 1745, he re-established the boundaries of his lards,
"Dispatch" and "Kemp's Delight". By 1748, he was one of the signers of a petition
for a road between Frederick and Point of Rocks (the present Ballenger Creek Pike)
which passed through his property. Kemp built a stone mill on Ballenger Creek about
the same time as the house near the present crossing of Ballenger Creek Pike. The

11 (demolished in the second or third quarter of the 20th century) was mentioned
in  Frederick couwrt records in November 1768. Local histories, repeating
long-standing local tradition, place the house in the mid-1740's and the existing
architectural evidence of the apparently oldest section of the Kemp House supports
this date. Its roughly square plan with small window openings, the dividing wall in
the cellar with its original finish, the former main door of three large boards with
original hardware, and the clearly visible outline of its original roofline are the
principal elements which place the house in the mid-18th century period. The 1840's
addition and the springhouse as enlarged are also good representatives of the early
19th century, although the interior finishes and some interior walls have been
altered. The house's building history is generally readable in its progression of
linked sections, but much research on its uses and more precise dating of features
is still to be done. The work of dating the house is greatly aided by the
continuous two-family ownership of the property since 1740 and the extensive
genealogical research of several Thomas family members, the most recent being Mrs.
Betty Thomas Linton, one of the current owners. The presence in the farmstead of
the stone barn of about thesalredateasthehouseisanotherfactorintheKenp
Farmstead's high level of significance and integrity. Its exterior retains
outstanding integrity, with the few changes in its interior, principally the early
20th century creation of a milking room within the existing stone stall level, and a
horse stall area at the opposite end, were done with virtually no visible alteration
of the exterior. The projecting granary walls on the west elevation are unusual
features among stone barns in the County and stone barns in general are few in the
southern Monocacy Valley of Frederick County.

Among the earliest extant buildings in Frederick County, Schiefferstadt (F-3-47;
ational Register), built about 1756, has been recognized as the best documented

(Continued on separate sSheet)
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10. Geographical Data
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Quadrangle name _Buckeystown, Md.-Va. Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

LD

Approximately 10 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 85, Parcel a4.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept.gate May 1993

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958

city or town Frederick state MD 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.
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Christian Kemp Farmstead (preferred) SURVEY No. F-1-179
Frederick County

7.1 Description (Continued)

The interior of the original section has two rooms on each story. The
cellar has a dirt floor amd it is very damp, a condition which is the major
source of deterioration problems in the house. The dividing wall is on an
east-west axis with fireplace openings originally on both sides. The wall is
built of beaded wood panels which appear to retain original dark green paint.
The stone fireplace opening in the north room is flanked on the right by an
enclosed frame dumb waiter which, according to Mrs. Betty Thomas Linton, one of
the current owners who grew up in the house, was used well into the 20th
century. The enclosure appears to date from a later period than the 1740's,
especially the first story section on the floor above, but it may have been in
place by 1800. Further examination of the dumb waiter is needed to identify
its probable date of construction. The outer walls of the cellar are plastered
and whitewashed, but are much deteriorated in various places. The worst
deterioration is at the southwest corner, where a partial collapse of the wall
took place and was repaired in recent years, with concrete block added to the
inner wall on both the cellar and first story to support the exterior stone.

The first story of the original section has a single fireplace opening in
the north room with a partial mantelpiece still in place, a paneled and
dentiled shelf and frieze above the opening. The side pilasters or panels
appear to be missing. The mantel appears to date from about 1775-1800. Next
to the fireplace is the upper section of the dumb waiter which has a more
finished appearance than the lower part. A molded cornice tops the enclosure

an enclosed staircase in the northeast corner suggests that it once wrapped
around the missing chimney projection. A corresponding door from the north
room opens into the staircase landing. The walls of the first story are
covered with mid-20th century wall paper. The window and door frames are
simple moldings and each room has a molded baseboard. The floors are wide
boards, with a 20th century linoleum covering in the north room. The original
front door of the 1740's house, located in the south room, has a deep soffit on
the west or original interior side, revealing the depth of the original
exterior wall now enclosed by the 1840's addition. The door was originally
three wide boards and the original strap hinges and box lock are still in
place. The upper section of the door apparently was cut out, perhaps for a
glazed upper panel or a dutch door, and later replaced with a raised panel
infill.

Circa 1840 section:

The main exterior elevation on the east side of the original part of the
house was enclosed by a two-story, one-room deep, stone addition in the
1840's. The joining of these two sections caused the raising of the original
roofline to an obtuse angle visible on the north and south elevations of the
original part. The alteration added an extra story or enlarged the existing
attic space in the original section, marked by two 6/6 windows in the first
story. The faint outline of the original roofline can be seen on both the
north and south elevations, crossing through the added window openings. The
outline of the original single gable window is also discernible on the north
elevation. The four-bay elevation on the east side of the 1840's section has
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7.2 Description (Continued)

an entrance in the third bay from the south. A two-story porch which has been
much repaired crosses the elevation and has replacement posts and a simple
railing on the upper level. According to Mrs. Linton, the original porch had
scroll-sawn bkrackets and was very decorative, kut by the mid-20th century had
become hazardous and was replaced with a concrete deck and new supports. The
upper level bay above the door has a jib window with a 6/6 upper section and a
double-doored paneled base. The first story door has been replaced with a
modern glazed diamond patterned panel door. The sash is 6/6 and raised panel
shutters flank the openings on the first story. Louvred shutters are on the
second story. An interior chimney is on the south elevation of the addition.
Also on this side, the one-room depth of the addition is clearly seen in the
third bay from the west with a larger window opening.

The interior of the 1840's section originally had a center stair hall
flanked by two roams. In the early 20th century, the wall dividing the north
room fraom the hall was removed. On the exterior west elevation, a frame
three-story infill section 1links the addition to the stone springhouse,
described in the following paragraph as the third section of the house. A
photo of the west elevation in Grove's History of Carrollton Manor (1928) shows
that the exterior of this narrow section was covered at that time with vertical
siding. It is currently covered with modern horizontal siding. Both roams in
the 1840's addition have flat lintels over the window and door openings which
are simple profiles of Greek Revival lintels. The same outline is found on the
high-style Greek Revival windows of Winchester Hall on East Church Street in
Frederick, a dated 1843 building. The lintels in the Kemp House are a
significant dating feature of the addition. The mantelpiece in the south room
is also a Greek Revival design, featuring a shallow peaked arch with plain,
undecorated surfaces except for a central scroll-sawn plaque. The north room
has a chair rail, the only first floor room with this feature. The walls are
plaster covered with mid-20th century wallpaper.

The third section of the house adjoining the original and 1840's sections
on the north is the originally free-standing springhouse. The spring itself is
located Jjust east of the wall of the springhouse and is enclosed with concrete
block. The flow of the spring runs with the slope westward through the stone
foundation and cellar of the springhouse, a typical plan found in other 18th
and 19th century springhouses in Frederick County. The outfall on the west
side of the house forms a pond, in which the Thomas family raised goldfish in
the early and mid-20th century. The springhouse was probably a one-story
structure prior to about 1830-1840. During this period, the springhouse was
enlarged with two stories and two bays with a gable roof and an interior end
chimney on the north gable end. The roof is currently covered with standing
seam metal and the cornice is boxed. The windows are 6/6 and the east
elevation door in the northern bay is enclosed by a one-story screened porch
which extends on the fourth section adjoining the north end of the
springhouse. The size of the windows, the boxed cornice, and the one-room plan
of the springhouse are similar to other springhouses of the early 19th century,
clearly dating this section of the Kemp House in the same period. The interior
of the first story was modernized as a kitchen in the early 20th century and
masonite paneling covers the walls. One of the two west elevation windows was
once a door opening on the missing rear porch.
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7.3 Description (Continued)

The fourth section of the house adjoins the springhouse on the north and is
the most obscure in original plan and use. It was probably the same height as
the springhouse and was added about the same time as the 1840's section, based
on its upper level window sizes on the east elevation. It was burned in about
1920, after which it was not returned to its original height. A standing seam
metal sloping roof was placed over the uneven stone walls and a central brick
chimney rises above the roof. The east elevation of the section has an
irregular bay arrangement, with a door and a window enclosed on the first story
by the screened porch which extends over part of the springhouse. A single
6/6 window is located near the cornice 1line above the porch roof. Two
additional windows are located on a slightly lower level near the northeast
corner. The west elevation of the section shows door openings located near the
party wall with the springhouse, with a 6-panel door above a vertical board
door in the cellar level. The 6-panel door probably opened on the missing
porch.  Six-over-six windows flank both of these doors. Another vertical board
door opens on the west elevation near the center of the elevation. The
interior plan of this section reveals numercus floor level changes as a result
of the fire and the masonite paneling covering the walls in the higher eastern
part gives no clues to the original use of the section. It has two rooms, one
with an enclosed fireplace. The northern end of the section also has two
rooms, the western one being under the slope of the replacement roof. Mrs.
Linton says that this part was used as a meathouse after the fire and the
eastern room was used by her father as an office. A staircase near the chimney
stack in the south room leads up to the attic, which has stuccoed walls. Mrs.
Linton states that family tradition held that this space was used as slave
quarters prior to the Civil War, but the rebuilding after the fire left no
clues to support this theory.

The exterior of the entire four-section house was covered with asbestos
shingles in the early 20th century. These were removed by the Lintons and the
stone was sandblasted and repointed. Metal tie rods are visible in the
original section, an effort to stabilize the structure.

Stone bank barn: The stone bank barn is located about 50 yards southwest of
the house across a small tributary of Ballernger Creek. The ramp is on the west
elevation and the stone stall level faces east. The upper hay storage floor of
the barn is faced on the east with vertical board siding. In the center, the
slope of the standing seam metal roof breaks slightly above the two sliding
doors. The stall level is enclosed by stone walls with alternating windows and
dutch doors. In the south end of the stall section is an incorporated milking
parlor. At the north end is an area of horse stalls. The north and south
gable end walls are stone with the narrow, inwardly flared vent openings
(embrasures) typically found in German stone barns. On the west elevation, the
stone. granary sections project beyond the plane of the central swing doors.

sidJ:.ng are deteriorated or missing. Based on its architecture, the barn is
estune.zted to be about the same date, 1745, as the original section of the
dwelling. Located immediately adjacent to the south gable end is a circa
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7.4 Description (Continued)

Wagon shed/corn crib: The frame wagon shed/corn crib is located south of the
ouse with the drive-through on a north-south orientation. The north gable end
is covered with tongue-and-groove siding and the east elevation has horizontal

Privy: The small square frame privy is located immediately adjacent to the
east elevation of the wagon shed, but, as privies were often moved to different
locations within a farmstead over time, this may not have been its original
location. The exterior is vertical boards with a door of the same material on
the east elevation. The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal. The privy
was probably built about 1910-1920.

Dairy barn, milk house, and silo: The dairy barn located east of the wagon
shed has a rusticated concrete block base with a frame upper structure with a
gambrel standing seam metal roof. Paired 2/2 windows are located in the north

corrugated metal roof. A single door is in the north elevation. Flanking the
dairy barn on the west is a poured concrete silo. The dairy barn and milk
house were built in the 1920's, and burned in 1954, leaving only the concrete
block walls intact. The frame upper walls and roof were rebuilt and the silo
was probably added at the same time.

Non-contributing chicken house: Immediately south of the dwelling is a
concrete block chicken house built in the late 1940's. It is still in partial
use as a chicken house.
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8.1 Significance ( Continued)

representative of early German buildings. The Beatty~Cramer House (F-8-35),
cuxrently being researched, has been preliminarily dated at about 1730-1740. The
Christian Kemp Fansteadmyberarﬂ(edwiththesetmpropertiesasamngthethree
oldest verified standing structures.































































